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she left her earthly mould with only the highest thoughts.
But by Bhaga van's grace and help in her last hours she-
became liberated. So sorrow for her was out of place.

At the ceremonies which followed the Swami seemed-
to be mostly a silent spectator. K. K. Ganapati Sastri
came shortly before dawn from the mango-tree cave. The
question had already been raised and discussed at night,
whether the body should be cremated or interred. The
MaharshFs answer in 1917 to the question about the
remains of a woman-saint was in favour of burial; and
so it was resolved to inter AlagammaPs body. The pre-
vious evening relations had been wired to, some of whom'
turned up next morning. Meanwhile some of the dis-
ciples, acting as pall-bearers, carried the body across the'
Hill straight to the Palitirtham. However much the
inmates of the Asram tried to avoid fuss over the burial,,
it got noised abroad. Very large crowds swarmed to'
honour the remains of the lady who had given birth to'
Brahmana Swami. In due form a pit was dug and the
body placed therein. Heaps of holy ashes, salt, camphor^.
incense, etc., "were thrown in to fill it up. Then masonry-
work was put over it with a lingo, on the top. From that
time Alagammal (identified with Siva or "Matrubhu-
teswara ") is daily worshipped in due form with ahhishe-
karri (bath), naivedya (food), camphor, and ashtotharana-
mavali (the recitation of 108 names of Siva), and a.
temple has been consecrated over her grave.

Let not people suppose that Maharshi has overcome'
all human feeling. Exactly the reverse is the case. By
nature he is sympathetic ; and since the great change of
1896 the grace or perfection of "charity" has coloured
all his acts and permeated his very being. Many instances'-